2023-2024 BSP#6 Group Time Discussion

(A) BEZMZERAEEH Questions for Studying and Understanding (10 minutes)
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Read 7:4-8. Here instead of Reuben, Jacob’s firstborn, being listed first,
that place is given to the tribe of Judah. What do you think is the reason
for this “mixed up” of order?
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A paradox is a logically self-contradictory statement or something that
runs contrary to general expectation. John uses paradoxes effectively to
bring messages that are highly unusual to his readers. For example: “a
Lamb that seemed to have been slain” was seen “standing in the midst of
the throne and the four living creatures and the elders” (5:6). Would you
be able to identify two paradoxes in Rev 7?
a. “I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding
back the four winds of the earth” (7:1)
b. “I heard the number of those who had been marked with the seal,
one hundred and forty-four thousand marked from every tribe of
the Israelites” (7:4)
c. “After this | had a vision of a great multitude, which no one could
count, from every nation, race, people, and tongue.” (7:9)
d. “They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood
of the Lamb” (7:14)
e. “For the Lamb who is in the center of the throne will shepherd
them and lead them to springs of life-giving water” (7:17)



(B) Bz BAIERIIREH - Reflection and application question (15 minutes)
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In Rev 7:3, an angel holding the seal of the living God ordered the four other angels not to
damage the land and the sea until 144,000 servants of God had received the seal on their
foreheads. According to the Catechism, this is a reference to the indelible mark left by
baptism and confirmation (CCC 1272-74, 1293, 1295, 1304). The Catechism also warns that it
is possible to receive the sacraments yet not benefit from them because “the fruits of the
sacraments also depend on the disposition of the one who receives them” (CCC 1128). How
confident are you that you will be counted as one of the 144,000 servants of God on the last
day? Why are you confident or not confident? What can you do to give yourself more
confidence? (Hint: Read 1 Cor 9:25-27, 10:12).



